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FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
REASONS FOR BELIEVING UNIVER- 
SALISM. 


Rev. Editors,—Itis but a short time since I 
firmly believed that God was an irritable be- 
ing, sometimes pleased and sometimes offend- 
ed, sometimes hating and sometimes loving his 
creatures ; yea, at the very same time, loving 
some and hating others. [also believed that 
the time was coming, when He would render 





a partof the human race inexpressibly mise- 
rable without designing their reconciliation to| 
himself, or any degree of good to them. I fur-| 
thermore believed that God wasa perfectly ho- | 
ly, wise, just and good being,and that it would be 
ny greatest happiness to approximate His per- 
tections as nearly as possible, by imitating His 
example. But my views of the Divine Being, 
and ef his purposes concerning his creatures 
are at present vastly different. If, therefore, 
it is not incompatible with the principles upon 
which your paper is published, I shall deem it, 


« " ; | 
4a privilege to make it a medium through which | 


to communicate some of the reasons which in-| 
duced a change in my religious views, not only 
tor the information, but for the serious consi-| 
deration of those who may now believe as I 
onee did. | 

‘The idea that I could induce Jehovah to love. 
or to hate me seemed to imply that He was | 


{ 


susceptible of impression and capable of change, | 








finite, fallible man, and deprived him of every) 


quality that could claim my confidence or, 


adoration. lL attempted to reconcile the views, 


consequently brought Him upon a level with | 


same moment, accord with the testimony of 
his spirit? [then searched the scriptures, and 
the first testimony that appeared was the fol- 
lowing: “ The Lord is good to all; and his 
tender mercies are over all his works.”” Now 
it appeared necessary to make out that there 
is goodness in hatred; for if ‘“ the Lord” 
hates some of his creatures, yet, at the same 
time, is “ good unto all,” there must be good- 
ness in hatred. My attempt to prove this, be- 
ing entirely fruitless; I felt somewhat confu- 
sed, but determined that I would search the 
faithful word of inspiration still further, and 
what should [ behold, but the assertion, “ God 
is love.’ If I could now find the declaration 
that God is hatred, all the difficulty would be 
removed. But this I knew the scriptures did 
not contain. Now, kind reader, was I not in 
a pitiful condition? I had for seme time tho’t 
that God really loved such good people as | 
considered myself, and my particular asseci- 
ates to be, but that he hated others. I enjoy- 
ed the good opinion of those with whom I had 
believed, and [ knew that a frank and open 
acknowledgement of my present convictions 
would be at the expense of friendsiip which [ 
highly valued. I had not intentionally swerv- 
ed from the sacred old notion that God loves 
some folks and hates others; but had only 
made a serious attempt to deliver it from those 
difficulties with which it seemed surrounded. 
What todo I knew not, and whatit was my 
duty to have doue I leave for you to deter- 
mine, while I proceed with my relation. 

I now began seriously to meditate upon the 


[had entertained of God with the scriptures, | Opinion 1 had entertained, that the time was 
but this I soon found to be utterly impossible, | Comins when God would render . part of the 
for his testimony, is, “ lam the Lord, J change |uman race inexpressibly miserable, without 
not.’ I was compelled therefore to acknow- designing their reconciliation to himself, or in 
ledge, that “ He is of one mind and that none) the least degree, a deliverance from the domi- 
can turn him.’ nion of sin. Now, as before, I determined to 

Next | began to reflect upon the idea that| take the word uf God for my guide, tor, were 
God loves some of his creatures, but hates oth-| 1 to read all the Commentaries, Dissertations, 


ers atthe same moment. Here | met with as/ Essays, Sermons, yea, all the theological ur 
até 


much difficulty as in the former case, fur | was | ductions in the universe, I should, after all, 
If) have to abide the decision of my own judge- 


led into the following course of reasoning. 


God loves and hates at the same time, he must; ment as guided by the light of revelation. Yhe 


be made up of propensities and parts—posses- 
sed of passions which may or may not be ex- 
ercised, consequently: imperfect. And if the 
passion of love and the passion of hatred are 
in lively exercise at the same time, the divine 
Mind must be as unhappy as it is possible to 
conceive. Well, thought I, if all our ideas of 
the Divine Being should be tested by diviue 
mspiration, how will the notion that God loves 


| weak capacity, were insurmountable. 





some of his offspring and hates others at the! 


apostle’s assertion, “ God is love,’’ was still 


in my mind; i therefore attempted to recon- 
cile the idea, that God would afflict a part of 
his offspring with ceaseless misery, with this 
unequivecal testimony of his spirit. But in 
this attempt I met with obstacles which, to my 
: Having 
already seen tlie evi! consequences that would 
result from aliributing to Deity propensities 
and passions, which may or may net be exer- 
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cised, Seoul not now dadéretand the apostle 
as speaking ofa passion in God, without involv- 
ang the same difficulty. [ was therelore driv- 
en to the conclusion that he spake of the es- 
‘sence or nature of God. Admitting this, it be- 
came a_ settled point that all the plans of his 
wisdom are plans of love, all the productions 
of his power are productions of love, and all 
the dispensations of his providence are dispen- 
sations of love. Now, if God’s plan concern- 
ing rational beings proposed the ceaseless tor- 
ment of a part, I “could not make it appear the 
offspring of impartial wisdom; nor could [see 
the least manifestation of love. But on the 
contrary, infinite cruelty, or unprovoked, im- 
placable enmity. Again, man appears in the 
world a produce tion of the Almighty’s creative 
power } therefore, [ was under the necessity 
of admitting that he will experience more hap- 
piness than misery, or he would not appear a 
production of Gide love. Furthermore, if the 
punishment which God will inflict upon man 
for sin, be not intended for the good of the pu- 
nished, [ plainly saw that it could not be a dis- 
pe nsation of love, for the testimony of God’s 

rit is, that “ love worketh nol to his neigh- 
bor.” > ‘Thus you see, kind reader, that the a- 
bove short, but comprehensive sentence of 
God’s word, led me to the unavoidable con- 





clusion that He is esse-tially and commu: ica- 
tively love to all his creatures, consequently | 
incapable of being unmercitul to any. Allow- 
ing all these considerations their j just influence 
upon my mind, how could Lretain the oplnion: 
that by aud by God will render a part of the) 
family of man unceasingly utserable! When 
about to yield my full assent to the CONVIC- 
tions which the- foregoing considerations and | 
facts had wrought, a tiought rushed into my! 
mind, as if to caution me axainst pr ecipitately 
embracing a new doctrine, viz. Hf the doc-| 
trine of endless misery be given up, the fear 
of eternal damnation cap no louger be urged as, 
an incenti-e to virtue. At first view, Bac: 
knowledge this appeared to be an objection to) 
the doctrine L was alinost persuaded toembrace. | 
But [had not pondered upon the subject long! 
before | plainly saw that if the fear of punish- 
ment for sin canbe of any service in causing 
peop le to desist from wickedness, its rood el”! 
fect isnot to be measured by its proc rastins 1-4 
tion, but by tts proximity. ‘Therefore, uf the 
threatening of future punishment will do any 
good, it is certai that the assurance that “ the 
way of the transgressors is hard,” must be of) 
still greater service. And | found that this. 
immediate punishment received the testimony | 
of both prophets and apostles, the one also pre-| 
dicting “ the restitution of all things,” the other! 
dec laring that “ God will have all men to be! 
saved.” 

| had before thought it my duty and my hap- 
pivess tu approximace as beally as possible the 
perfection of God, by imitating his example. 
It was vatural therefore, for me to expect that 


——_ 








‘the law which he had given for the moral gov-| 


ernment of man would require au imitation of 
his character. But, dear reader, judge of my 
surprise, while viewing God to be an unstable 
irritable Being,loving some of his creatures and 
hating others, determining to render a part 
eternally unhappy, to find that the law he re. 
quired me to obey was summed up in this short 
sentence, “ Love the Lord thy God with al} 
thy heart, soul and mind, avd thy neighbor as 
thyself.’ For now it was plain as the sun at 
noon-day that if God is such a being as I had 
thought him to be, the more str ictly 1 observed 
the law he had given for my moral voverument, 
the less would my conduct corre espond with 
his—for if I « loved my neighbor as myself,” 
[surely should not love some and hate others, 
neither should t determine to do any one an 
injury, but “ do unto others as I would that 
aed should do unto me.”’ On the other hand, 
the nearer Limitated God, the further should I 
wander from the requirements of his law. 1] 
was constrained to admit therefore, that, if the 
law of universal love emanated from God, he 
surely acts upon the same principle himself, 
therefore, mankind will forever receive such 
treatment from him, and such only, as infinite 
love shall dictate. 

Fearing that I have already wearied the pa- 
tience of the reader, [ will close for the present, 
witha question or two, directed particularly to 
such as believe as I once did. Dear Friends, 
do you believe that you can induce God to love 
or to hate your Tlow can you reconcile such 
an idea with the plain declaration of his word, 
“| am the Lord, I change not?” Do you be- 
lieve that God loves some and lates others at 
the same time? How can you avoid the con- 
clusion then, that he is unhappy in the same 
‘proportion as these contending passions are 


‘exercised, and consequently imperfect ? Do 


you believe that God will ultimately fix a part 
of his rational creatures Th torment never to 
lend? r Let me press the question home to yout 
heart, can he be “ good unto all,” and torment 
some without mercy? Will your good judg- 
ment allow that God can render some of his 
rational, defenceless offspring inexpressibl y 
srakehed and miserable forever, and still upou 
ithe principle of that holy law which requires 
us tolove even our mostinveterate foe? Yea, 
further, ifGod will eternally barn in the flames 
of hell, a part of your dear fellow beings, whom 
‘he requires you, and has given youa propensity 
to love as you do yoursell, will that subinission 
which he requires be the sentiment of the best 
feeliags of your soul, viz. “ Not my will, but 
thine, U God, be done? Don’t shut your eyes 
to what J have written, nor tuecn a deaf ear to 
the questions lhaveasked. Butif lam in an 
error, point it out, and [ will acknowledge it. 
But above all may we “ let love be without dis- 
simulatiog, abhor that which is evil, and cleave 
unto that which is good.” ‘}HEODOSIUS. 
sditieatiands 

« Sy this shall all mer know that ye are my 

di iscipies » if ye have love one to anotier.” 
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FROM THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. Is unscriptural, and cannot be supported, re- 
TO THE ORTHODOX CLERGY. mains for those that believe sv, to prove. The 


The object of this communication is to in- 
vite your attention to a work, thathas now been 
some time before the public, without any par- 
ticular notice being taken ofit by those opposed 
to its views; but which, I think, ought to re- 
ceive a prompt and particular reply. “The work 
to which L refer, was published tast winter, at, 
Charlestown, (Mass.) and entitled, “ An In-| 
quiry into the scriptural import of the words 
Sheol, Hades, Tartarus and Gehenna, all trans- | 
lated Hell, in the common English version; by. 
Warrer BaLrour.” | 

The object of the writer is to show, that nei-| 
ther of the above words are used by the inspir-| 
ed writers to mean a place of punishment for! 
the wicked in a future state. ‘This is taking 
sround, in some respects, entirely new.—For-, 
mer writers, both for and against the doctrine 
of universal salvation, have for the most part 
admitted, or taken for granted, that there was 
a place of punishment for the wicked in afuture 
world. But the object with him is not so much 
to prove that future punishment ina place cal- 
led hell, will not be endless in its duration, as 
to prove that there is no such place as hell ina 
future state. Mast people, no doubt, will be 
ready to conclude from the bare statement of 
his object, that he has undertaken an Hercu-, 
lean task, and that it is impossible he should 
have done much towards its accomplishment. 
How far others will think the writer has suc-! 
ceeded in making out the proof of his subject, 
is net for me todecide. His book is before the 
public, andthe publicwill judge for themselves. 
For myselfhowever, | readtly acknowledge that 
he has done much towards its wecompilshiment ; 
far more than L could have thought possible, 
before reading his work. “Phough connected 
with the “straitest sect”? of those who believe 
in future punishmegt, yet Lam constrammed to 
confess that my faithin this doctrine has been 
not a ttle shaken by what [have met with in 
thisbook. And L shoutd not be at atl surpri- 
sed, if the body of evidence he has collected 
in support of his views, should) be considered 
by multitudes as full ancl complete proof. It 
is my deliberate opinion that this work wheth- 
er the views tt contains be true or false, if al- 
lowed to circulate unanswered, will deo more 
to make converts to Untversalisin, than any 
other book that has ever been written on the 
subject. 

It is not likely to be denied, I think, by 
such as have read this book, that there is a 
pretty urgent necessity for those that believe 
the doctrine of future eternal punishment and, 
wish others to believe it, to furnish a reply to 
the work ; at least to show us how many things, 
there advanced can be reconciled with such a| 





mere denial, unsupported by proof, that he has 
advanced any thing of mach weight against the 
doctrine of endless punishment, will not an- 
swer. This will net satisfy any one whoreads 
and thinks for himself. Every person that 
reads his work and hasa mind to perceive evi- 
dence, will see that sucha statement is far froim 
being correct. The reasoning and evidence 


which he has brought to bear against the parti- 


cular doctrine he attacks, must de fairly and 
fully met and refuted. Nothing siort of this 
ought, nothing short of this will satisfy the 
candid and honest minded. And if the views 
of this writer are unsound and unscriptural, 
this undoubtedly can be done; they can be 
shown to be unsound and unseriptural.-- Among 
the inultitudes, therefore, who have, and whe 


will continue to assert this, let one at least be 


found, who will come forward and prove it to 
others. [tis proof, not assertions, thatis want- 
ed. If this is not done by some one, not a few 
will conclude that 7 cannot be done: and well 
they may. If this is not done, | for one, see 
no other alternative,but to renoance my former 
beliefon this subject. But if this would be a 
departure from the truth, | would wish by all 
meanstoavoid sucha step. As tie only course 
then left me, [ suspend judgment, waiting to 
hear the other side, before coming to a decision 
ou so Linporiant a point. | Want assistauce. 
Ewantinformation. And to whom shall I look 
fur the de ired aid, if not to those who are set 
for the detence of the trath ¢ [tis the province 
of the clergy to stand forth in defence of trath, 
to refute error, to detect the false views often 
iuposed on parts of scriptare and palned upon 
the world for truth. But to the orrHopox 
Ciergy ti seems peculiarly to belong, to furnish 
the information at present needed; in other 
words,.to furnish a suitable reply to the book 
Inguestion. | say orthodox Clergy, for is a 
doctrine tiey especially most surely believe and 
zealously preach, which this book professed!s 
attacks and aims te overthrow. ‘Po them, 


therefore, make my appeal on behalf of myself 


and oriers; for t am not alane. No, many 


others are already in a simular situation with 


me. Multitudes more, in all probability, will 


vet read this book and have their minds simi- 
larly shaken and unsettled. ‘The potson 1s 
spreading far and wide. ‘To you, then, Rev. 
Sics, | look for some effort tocheck its progress. 
On you L call, to show meand others, wuy we 
should not receive the views oi this writer; wy 
we must reject them asydangerous to our Sal- 
vation. Ina word, show us. wherein those 


views are unscriplural; shew us its, and it 


shall suffice. 
That much good will result from an able, 


doctrine. Thedoctrine, to some at least, ap- judicious reply to this work, cannot be doubted. 


pears to be in danger, 


And if the ground ta-\ ‘Truth will be brought to light by the discus- 


ken by the writer is allowed to be retained,|sion. The public will then have the evidence 


. . _ . ! 
it is not easy to see how the doctrine is longer 
to be defended. ‘Vhat the vround he has taken, 


on both sides of this important subject placed 
fully before thein, and pec rie will possess tue 
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means necessary to arrive at acorrect decision, 
on a highly interesting point in religion. Many 
individuals greatly desire, as well as need, that 
such an answer should be furnished. ‘I'he re- 
ligious community will expect it. And if, as 
nany believe, the sentiments advanced by this 


author, are false, and alike ruinous to men and |q 


dishonorable to God, the cause of truth, the 


Matt. xxv. 415 “ Depart from me ye cursed, 
into eternal or lasting fire.” Jude 73; “ As 
Sodom and Gomorra are set forth for an ex- 
ample, suffering the vengeance, of eternal fire.” 
This fire has been extinguished long ago. Matt. 
i, 123 “ Buthe will burn the chaff, with un- 
uenchable fire? Mark ix. 493—49: “ And 





if thy hand cause to offend, cut it off; it is bet- 


welfare of immortal beings, and the glory of | ter for thee to enter into life maimed, than hav- 


God, all unitedly demand it. | 
case, surely nothing more need be urged to in- 
duce those who prize the truth and properly 
regard the glory of God and the best interests 
of men, to engage in this business. 

I know it may be said, universalism has of- 


ten been refuted by able writersand their works | 


Such being the | ing two hands to go into hell, into the fire that 


never shall be quenched, where their worm di- 
eth not, and the fire is not quenched. And if 
thy toot cause thee to offend, cut it off; it is bet- 
ter for thee to enter halt into life, than having 
two feetto be cast into hell, into the fire that 
never shall be quenched. And if thine eye cause 





may be consulted by those that need informa-| thee to offend, pluck it out; it is better for thee 
tion and satisfaction on this subject. Lam a-| to enter into the kingdom of God with one 
ware, also, that a new edition of Edward’s re-|eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell 
ly to Chauncey has been lately published.—! fire, where their worm dieth not, and the fire 
ut what then P Were the world full of such ‘is not quenched ; for every one shall be salted 
books as Edwards, Strong, and otherslike theim,| with fire, aud every sacrifice shall be salted 
they would form no suitable reply to the wri-| with salt.” 
tings I wish to see answered. These may be| It is argued that our Lord in this passage 
very good in reply to the works they were de- | repeats five times that the fire into which the 
signed to answer ; but how can they be expec-, wicked are cast, shall never be quenched ; that 
ted to meet arguments and opinions never three times he speaks of hell as a place where 
published or avowed, till long after those au-! the worm dieth not, and that still farther to 
thors were at rest in their graves? Universal-|show the perpetuity of the sufferings of the 
ism now, must be met and opposed on entirely | of the wicked, he adds, “ for every one shall 
different ground from that on which it was op-| be salted with fire.” As it is the property of 
posed by those writers. Consequently no wri- salt to preserve, it is argued, that the inference 
ter can be supposed to furnish any thing like justly deducible from this awful information 
the refutation of the arguments and views con-|1s, that this fire, while it terments its unhap- 
tained in the work before us. <A reply then, py victims, shall not put a period te their ex- 


in some form or other, cannot but be regarded 
asa desideratum in the religious community. 
And I do hope that some individual of that 
learned and respectable class of the communi- 
ty to whom this paper is addressed, may be 
induced to offer the public an answer, aud thus 
relieve many from embarrassment and doubt, 
and afford to all the means ef making up their 
minds understandingly, on a highly interesting 
subject in religion. A. BEREAN. 
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MUSSENGER OF PEACE. 


HUDSON, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 98, 1824. 
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UNQUENCHABLE FikE. 

While reviewing the letter of Elder Justus Hull, en- 





























titled ** Universalism Exposed”—in a former number of 


this paper, we observed, that there were certain passa- 
ges of scripture in that letter which we would endeavor 
to illustrate and explain in some future numbers of the 
Messenger. According to this promise, we now present 
the reader with the following * Ilustrations of the Di- 
vine Government, by T. Southwood Smith,” which we 
select from the Religious Inquirer, printed in Hartford, 
Connecticut. 
“Of the argument in favour of endless misery, 
erived from the phrase Unquenchabie Fire. 
The following passages have been deemed 
decided proofs of the endless duration of the 
tuisery of the wicked. 


Ss 


‘istence, but, contrary to its natural effect, con 
tinue them in being. 

| A careful examination of this passage wil! 
‘show that this argument is founded upon a 
false interpretation of the metaphors which are 
here employed, and that it is altogether falla- 
cious. Jesus speaks of the wicked as being 
‘cast into the valley of Hinnom, into the un- 
-quenchable fire, where the worm dieth not. 
Yet “in the valley of Hinnom, the worm died 
when its food failed, and the pile on which hu- 
man sacrifices were burnt to Moloch was of- 
ten extinguished.”—Newcome. 

« These emblematical images, expressing 
hell, were in use among the Jews before our 
Saviour’s time. ‘The son of Sirach says vii. 
7, * The vengeance of the ungodly is fire and 
worms.” Judith xvi. 17; “ The Lord will 
‘take vengeance on the nations, &c., in the day 
\of jadgment, in putting fire and worms in their 
‘flesh.” Lowth’s Note on Isaiah Ixvi. 24. 

When it is said that every one shall be salt- 
ed with fire, or every sacrifice is salted with 
salt, this is to be understood, not literally as 
the law requires, Levit. ii. 13, but figurative- 
ly, with the salt of divine assistance and in- 
struction. Salt being a preservative of food 
from hasty corruption, was among the Jews an 
emblem of virtue and knowledge, by which 
the mind is purified. Coloss. iv. 6 ; ‘ Let your 
speech be always with grace, seasoned with 
salt.” Weweeme. 
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That the phrase unquenchable fire, upon which 
30 much stress is always laid tin the arguinent| 
for Endless Misery, does not denote a fire | 
which shall never cease, is most certain. The, 
following passages afford irresistible evidence, 
that it is constantly used in the Seriptures in 
a limited sense. 

Jer. xvii. 27 ; “ But if ye will not hearken 
unto me, to hallow the Sabbath day, and not to 
bear a burthen, even entering inat the gates' 
of Jerusalem on the Sabbath day, then will I 
kindle fire in the gates thereof, and it shall de- 
vour the palaces of Jerusalem, anp rr SHALL 
NoT BE QUENCHED.” Yet the same prophet 


To the above, we add the following commentary on 
Matthew v, 22, by Adam Clark, L. L. D. which will be 
found in His critical and explanatory notes attached to 
his translation of the New Testament. 


“ Shall be in danger of hell fire.” Our Lord 
here alludes to the valley of the son of Hix- 
nom, Gur ninom. This place was near Jeru- 
salem, and had been formerly used for those 
abominable sacrifices in which the idolatrous 
Jews had caused their children to pass through 
the fire to Moloch. A particular place in this 
valley was called Toruet, from Tophet the 


predicts that Jerusalem shall be rebuilt, ch.| fire stove, in which some suppose they burnt 


sxx. 18, &e. 

Ezek. xx. 45—48 ; “ Moreover the word of 
rhe Lord came unto me saying, son of man, | 
set thy face towards the south, and say to the! 
forests of the south, Hear the word of the Lord. | 





their children alive to the above idol. See 2 
Kings xxiii, 10. 2 Chron. xxviii, 3. Jer. vii. 
31, 32. From the circumstance of this valley 
having been the scene of these infernal sacri- 


Behold I will kindle a fire in thee,and it shall | fices, the Jews, in our Saviour’s time, used the 


devour every green tree in thee, and every) 
dry tree the flaming flame shall not be quench-| 
od, and all faces from the south to the north! 
shall be burned therein, and all flesh shall see | 
that I the Lord have kindled it ; if shall not be 
quenched,” | 


[f it be supposel that the menaces were ac-| 
tually executed upon Jerusalem, and that | 
when this devoted city was destroyed, the, 
prophecy was literally sae To. tye it must} 
be admitted that the fire which consumed it is 
ilready extinquished, and that therefore the, 
scriptural meaning of an unquenchable fire is: 
not one which has no termination. If these, 
dreadful threatenings be more justly consider-_ 
ed as figurative, it must be allowed that they | 
express the Divine displeasure, and the sever-| 
ity of the punishment which is inflicted on the 
disobedient, but not that they determine any) 
thing relative to its duration. 

Isaiah xxxiv. 9—11: “ And the streams! 
thereof (of the land of Idumea) shall be turned 
into pitch, and the dust thereof into brimstone, 
and the land thereof shall become burning 
pitch. It shall not be quenched night nor day ; 
the smoke thereof shall go up forever ; from 
veneration to generation it shall be waste ;) 
none shall pass through it forever. But the 
cormorant and the bittera shall possess it ; the 
owl also and the raven shall dwell in it ; and 
he shall stretch out upon it the line of confu- 


sion, and the stone of emptiness.” 


No fire, with which the wicked are threaten- 
ed, is expressed in language so strong as this, 
yet it is obvious that this phraseology cannot 
denote a fire which shall never end ; for if an 
one can believe that [dumea was really turned 
into pitch and brimstone, and set on fire, yet 
it is impossible to suppose, that it will continue’ 


' 


word for hell, the place of the damned. tis 
very probable that our Lord means no more 
here than this: If a man charge another with 
apostacy from the Jewish religion, or rebe}- 
lion against God, and cannot prove the charge, 
then he is exposed to that punishment, (urn- 
ing alive) which the other must have sufiered, 
if the charge had. been substantiated. There 
are three kinds of offences here, which exceed 
each other in their degrees of guilt. Ist. Anger a 

gainst aman, accompanied with some inju 

rious act. 2dly. Contempt, expressed by the 
approbrious epithet raka, or shallow brains. 
Sdly. Hatred and mortal enmity, expressed by 
the term moreh or apostate, where such aposta- 
cy could not be proved. Now proportioned 
to these three offences were three different de- 
grees of punishment, each exceeding thie oth. 


‘er in its severity, as the offences exceeded 


each other in their different degrees of guilr. 
Ist. The judgment, the council of twenty three, 
which could inflict the punishment of strane- 
ling. Qdly. The Sanhedrim, or great council, 
which could inflict the punishment of stoninz. 
And 3dly. the being burnt alive in the valiey 
of the son of Hinnom. ‘This appears to be the 
meaning of our Lord.” 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAI, 
CONVENTION OF UNIVER- 
SALISTS, SEPT. 1824. 
Acreeably to adjournment, the members 


burning through the ages of eternity ; and if] composing the General Convention of Univer- 


the denunciation be pe eaten in a figurative 
sense, the calamities it threatens must be un- 


salists, for the New-England States and oth- 
ers, assembled at Strafford, Vt. on Tuesday 





derstood to be of a temporal nature, and tlhiere- 
fore of limited duration.” 


a 


evening, Sept. 14th, 1824; and after uniting 
iwith Br Edward ‘Turner in thanksgiving an 
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prayer, organized the Council as follows: 

1. Chose Br. Edward Turner, Moderator. 

2, Chose Br. Hosea Ballou, Clerk. 

3. Chose Br. Sebastian Streeter, Assistant 
Clerk 

4. Chose Brs. Hosea Ballou, Robert Bart- 
lett, and Sebastian Streeter, a Committee to 
receive applications for letters of fellowship, 
or for ordination ; to examine the candidates, 
and report to the Convention during the pre- 
sent session. 

5. Received the eredentials of delegates, 
and read letters from several Churches and So- 
cleties. 

6. Adjourned to Wednesday morning, 8 0’- 
clock.—Prayer by Br. ‘T. Whittemore. 

7. Met agreeably to adjournment. Prayer 
Br. D. Skinner. 

8. Order of the public service for Wednes- 
day. 

Br. D. Skinner, the Introductory prayer. 

ir. Thomas Whittemore, the Serinon, from 
i. Cor. ix. 16. For though preach the Gospel, 
Thave nothing to glory of, for necessity is laid 
upon me ; yea, woe is unto me, if L preach not 
the Gospel. 

Concluding prayer by Br. William Bell. 

9. ‘The Committee on Applications for Or- 
dination, &c. reported in favor of ordaining Br. 
Eliphalet Case, jr. to the work of the Gospel 
Ministry, at large, which report being accep- 


ted, made the following arrangements for pub- 





lic service, on Wednesday, P. M. 
Br. Kittridge Haven, Introductory prayer. 


Br. Sebastian Streeter, the Sermon. Text, 


man, and S. R. Smith, a Committee to visit the 
Western Association, to meetat Katon’s Bush, 
on the first Wednesday and Thursday in June 
next. 

16. Appointed Brs. Hosea Ballou, T. Whit- 
temore, and 8S. Streeter, a Committee to visit 
the Southern Association, to assemble at Wil- 
braham, Mass. on the last Weduesday and 
Thursday in June next. 

17. Voted, that the N. Hampshire Univer- 
sal Association be received into the fellow- 
ship of this Convention. 

18. Voted to receive into fellowship with 
this Convention, the Rockingham Association 
of Universalists. 

19. Appointed Brs. E. Smith, L. Willis, and 
D. Skinner, a Committee to visit the N. Hamp- 
shire Association, to convene at Hancock, N. 
H. on the 2d Wednesday and Thursday in 
June next. 

20. Appointed Brs. E. Turner, J. Wood, and 
T. Whittemore, a Committee to visit the Rock - 
ingham Association of Universalists at Not- 
ingham. N. H. on the first Wednesday and 
Thursday in Sept. 1825. 

21. The following Societies were respec- 
tively received into fellowship whith the Gen- 
eral Convention : The Society of Universal- 
ists in Lempster, N. H. ; the Society of Uni- 
versalists in Springfield, N. H.; the Univer- 
salist Society in Waterford, Vt. and the Sec- 
ond Society of United Christian Friends in the 
citv of N. Y. 

22. Adjourned to 8 o’clock Thursday A. M. 

23. Met agreeably to adjournment, and 


s 
4e 





Kph. ui. 8. 9. Unto ne who am less than the commenced the labours of the day in devout 
least of all saints, is this grace given, that 1 thanksgiving and prayer by Br. Micajah Co- 
should preach among the Gentiles, the unsearch- | burn. A wee 

able riches of Christ ; and to make all men see | 24. The Committee on application for let- 
what is the fellowship of the mystery, which ters of fellowship, &c. reported in favour of a 
from the beginning of the world hath been hid |\etter to Br. Micajah Coburn, and the report 


‘in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ. 
Br. H. Ballou, the Ordaining prayer 


Br. FE. ‘Turner, the Charge, and delivery of p 


the Scriptures. 

Br. R, Bartlett, the right hand of fellowship. 

Concluding prayer, by Br. Warren Skinner. 

10. By request of Br. E. Turner, voted to 
excuse him from further services, as Standing 
- Clerk of this Convention. 

it. Voted the thanks of the Convention to 

ir. EK. Turner, for the faithfulness with which 
he has discharged the duties of his office as 
Standing Clerk, 

12. Chose Br. H. Ballou, 2d, Standing Clerk 
of the Convention. 

13. Appointed Brs. R. Bartlet, John E. Pal- 
mer, and J). Skinner, a Committee to visit 
the Northern Association, to be holden at 
Whitehall, N. Y. on the first Wednesday and 
‘’hursday in October next. 

i4. Appointed Brs. EK. Turner, R. Streeter, 
and S. Cobb, a Committee to visit the Eastern 
Association, to conveneat Wayne, Me. on the 
first Wednesday and Thursday in July next. 
. Appointed Brs, R. Carrique, A. Kins- 


we) 


was unanimously accepted. 

25. Heard thereport of the Committees ap- 
ointed at the last Session of the Convention 
to visit the different Associations. 
| 26. The following resolve was unanimous- 
‘ly passed : Resolved, that in future, in all in- 
‘stances of difficulty existing between brethren 
in the Ministry, or between a Brother in the 
Ministry and a Church or Society in fellow- 
ship with the General Convention, it shall be 
the duty of such parties to settle their differ- 
ference by a mutual Council, chosen of such 
‘as are in fellowship with the Convention ; and 
should either party refuse to submit the case 
to such a Council, the other shall have a right 
to choose an exparte Council, and the decis- 
ion in either case shall be final. 
| 27. Br. S. Streeter reported the dissolution 
of his pastoral relation to the Universalist 
\Church and Society at Portsmouth, N. H. and 
‘his connection with the first Church and Soci- 
ety of Universalists in the city of Boston. 

28. Order of public service, on .‘Vhursday, 
A. Biss 
' Br. S. Streeter, Introductory prayer. 
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Re. E. . Three, the Sermon, from 1 Cor. 1. 
21. ~ For after that, in the wisdom of God, the 
world by w tisdom knew not God, it pleased God 
by the foolishness of preaching to save them 
that believe. Br. D. Skinner, the concluding 


raver. 

29, Order of public Service on Thursday, 
P. M. 

Introductory prayer, Br. E. Smith. 

Br. H. Ballou, the Sermon, from Matt. xxii. 
57—40. Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, avd with|o 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is 
the first and great commandment. And the sec- 
ond is like uato it, Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
hour as thyself. On these two commandments 
hang all the Law and the Prophets, Br. E. 
Case, jr. the concluding prayer. 

In addition to the regular services above 
mentioned, a discourse was delivered on Wed- 
nesday evening, by Br. D. Skinner, from James, 
1.273 another ‘by Br. K. Sinith, and at the low- 
er village, from Acts xvi. 17; and others on 
Thursday evening, by Br. L. Willis, and Br. 
J. E. Palmer. 

50. Appointed Br. S, Streeter to prepare 
the Minutes of this Convention for the press, 
and to accompany the same with an appropri-| 
ate Circular. 











31. Voted that the Minutes of the proceed- 
ings of this Convention be published in the Uni- 
versalist Mayazine, and also in the respec-| 
tive periodical publications of our order. 


to another is an evidence of the falsity of the 
doctrine renounced, the balance is much against 
them as we are able, to produce at least five con- 
versions to their one, both among preachers and 
laymen—Nay the evidence, in Mr. Crossmau 
is against them—The editor of the Messenger 
is well acquainted with Mr. C, having lived 
several years within afew miles of him. He 
has been a believer in, and a preacher of three 

four systems of doctrine, and if we have 
been correctly informed, Mr. Crossman has 
twice been converted to Universalism and 
twice renounced it. We do not wish to say 
any thing against Mr. C.as a man, we believe 
him to be a kind hearted man, possessed of 
benevolent feelings, who wishes harm to no 
one, but a man very ignorant, of a weak mind 
easily operated upon. Mr.C.has never been a 
profitable or useful preacher, to any sect, to 
which he has attached himself; nor is it be- 
lieved that those, with whom he has associated 
himself, value his conversion any farther than 
it has enabled them for the moment, to rejoice 
in the supposed conversion of a Universalist 
preacher. We wish them joy in their acquisi- 
‘tion of Mr. C. and hope that they will be able 
to retain him in their service, and they are per- 


$2 Having finished the business of the ses-| fectly welcome to all the honor and advantage 
sion, we united with Br. Hosea Ballou in de-| they will derive from his labors. : 


vout thanks to God for the refreshing season 
enjoyed by our souls, and in fervent. prayer 
for the repetition of like favours, and adjourn-| 
ed to meet again, at Hartland, Vt. on the third | 
Wednesday of Sept. 1825. 


By or der S. SrreErer. 





ne 


CONVERSION OF A UNIVERSALIST 


| 
| 
MINISTER. li 


Those papers, under the control of the ad- 
vocates for endless misery, have exhibited 
the joy experienced by their editors and pub- 
lishers in consequence of the conversion of a 
Mr. Zephaniah 8. Crossman, a Universanist 
PREACHER. 
rounds, much to the satisfaction of those who, 
not being able to refute the doctrine of Utiiver- 

sal S salvation by any thing to be found in the 
Bible, rest all their hopes of dispreving the 
ductrine by the conversion of those who may 
have fancied themselves believers in the doc- 
trine, or who had pretended to believe it. It 
is; consequently, not surprising, that they 
should exult in the conversion of an Univer sa- 


list Preacher. It so happens, however, that if]; 


this conversion from the belief of one sentiment! i But 


This conversion has gone the. 





-. ile 
ANOTHER EXCOMMUNICATION, 
By the following extract from the Univer- 

salist Magazine we learn that, a young gen- 

tleman has been excommunicated from the 

a church in Cambridge, Mass. 

‘The young gentleman ‘whie was alluded to 
in pron communication § signed by mein the last 
Magazine, has, | have since learned, been ex- 
communicated for believing the doctrine of 
Universal Salvation. It appears that on the 
same evening the person there mentioned was 
excommunicated, a committee was appointed 
to labor with the young gentleman whose ex- 
communication we now record. ‘This young 
ventleman’s name is MarsHatt KIMBALL. 
Thew way in which this committee endeavored 
to convince him of his error is wortlry of par- 
ticular notice, inasmuch as it manifests that 
spirit of insolence whose prevalence in chris+ 
tian churches should be greatly lamented. 

‘They first went to prayer. ‘They prayed 
that God would open his mind to conviction, 
and that they might be influenced by the Holy 

Spirit in convincing him of the error of his w ays. 

So far very well, it they were sincere.— ithe 

young man says he thea oak ht they were go- 

ag to make an attempt to reason with him. 
ty his surprise, the v beval 1 in rep rim: wie 
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him for embracing an error. He requested 
them to reason with him, and convince him of 
his error. Butto this they were not inclined. 
ivy set themselves up as being right, and 
would not allow it to be doubted. Nearly all 
they did was to reprimand him. Is not such 
conduct insolent? They assumed the very 
thing which should have been the subject of 
their labor with him. What sort ofa christian 
would he have been had they succeeded in 
making him confess he believed as they did? 
They could not have convinced him of the truth 
of their doctrine, for they would not reason 
with him. He would have been a hypocrite, 
and they would have knownit. But they did 


not succeed. He was determined to be sincere. |: 


He was willing to converse with them, and 
ready to give a reason for the hope that was 
in him, but he would exercise his own jtidg- 
ment, and profess to believe nothing until he 
was convinced of its truth. Such resolutions 
as these made him a Universalist, and commen- 
dable as they were, they were undoubtedly the 
cause of his dismission from the church. 
EE 
THE LOVE OF GOD, 
INFINITE AND UNBOUNDED. 

Love lives and moves in the whole creation ; 
it is the essence of His nature by whom we 
were created. It blooms in every flower, it 
exhales from every violet, it plays in every 
zephyr, rustles in every leaf, murmurs in eve- 
ry ripple of the silvery brook. Wherever the 
eye is tuened, love is present ; it is diffused 
threughout the whole universe 

Language, similar to the above was used by 
the celebrated Poet Pope, in his essay on man, 


existence and energy to all created things, 
and which pervades the vast immensity in 
which the works of God are displayed—We 
presentit to our readers. 


** All are but parts of one stupendous whole, 

Whose body nature is, and God the soul; | 
That chang’d through all, and yet in all the same ; | 
Great in the earth, as in the etherial frame ; 

W arms in the sun, refreshes in the breeze, 

‘rlows in the stars, and blossoms in the trees; 

Lives through all life, extends through all extent, 
Spreads undivided, operates unspent ; 

Breathes in our soul, informs our mortal part, 

As full, as perfect, in a hair as heart ; 

As full, as perfect, in vile man that mourns, 

As the rapt seraph that adores and burns. 





‘To -him no high, no low, no great, no small; 
He fills, he bounds, connects, and equals all. 
<¢ ; ARQ SC) Sen 
1P OF Pay > 
ON CHARITY. 

** And now abideth Faith, Hope and Charity, these | 
theee.—But the greatest of these is Charity.”—1s/ Cor. 
ziis. 15. 

Three sisters, of one heav’nly parent born, : 
Religion brighten, and the church adorn ; 

he eldest, Faith, with Revelation’s eyes, 

Thro’ Reason’s shades, the realms of bliss decries, 
Brings Heav'n in realizing prospect home, 

And antedates the bappiness to come ! 





! 
‘ 





The second Hope, with life bestowing smile, 
Lightens each woe, and softens burman totl, 
Bidding the thought dejected heart ascend 
To that blest place where ev’ry care shal] end ! 
The youngest, Charity, a seraph guest, 
With element goodness warms the social breast 
Her boundless view, and comprehensive mind, 
Sees and pursues the weal of human kind, 
And taught to emulate the throne above, 
Grasps all creation in the links of love ! 
Yet two of these, tho’ daughters of the sky, 
Boast short duration, and are born to die! 
For Faith shall end in vision—Hope in joy ; 
While Charity, immortal and sublime, 
Shall mock the darts of death, and wreck of time, 
When nature sinks herself the prey of fire, 
And all the monuments of art expire ! 
She shall emerge triumphant from the flame, 
The same her lustre, and her worth the same ! 
Confess’d shall shine to saints and angels know, 
Approv’'d, distinguish’d, near th’ eternal throne ' 
——— 
FROM POULSON’S AMERICAN DAILY ADVERTISER 
SACRED MELODY. 
““ Tam the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” 
Str. Joun xiv. 6 

Thou art the Way—and he who sighs, 

Amid this starless waste of wo, 
To find a pathway to the skies, 

A light from Heaven’s eternal glow. 
By thee must come thou gate of love, 

Through which the saints undoubting trod ; 
Till faith discovers like the Dove, 

An Ark, a resting place in Gop. 


Thou art the Truth—whose steady day 
Shines on through earthly blight and bloom 
The pure, the everlasting ray, 
The lamp that shines e’en in the tomb ; 
The light that out of darkness springs, 
And guideth those that blindly go ; 
The word whose precious radiance flings. 
Its lustre upon all below. 


Thou art the Life—the blessed wel}, 
With living waters gushing o'er, 
Which those that drink shall ever dweil 
Where sin and thirst are known no more ; 
Thou art the mystic pillar giv’n 
Our lamp by night, our light by day ; 
Thou art the sacred bread from Heaven ; 
Thou art the Life—the Truth—the Way. 
PHILADELPHIA CONTROVERSY. 

Two sets of the discussion, (as far as it has been pub 
lished,) between Rev. Abner Kneeland, Universalist, and 
Rev. Mr. McCalla, Presbyterian, on the question—* [+ 
the punishment of the wicked absolutely eternal? or is 
it only a temporal punishment in this world, for their 
good, and to be succeeded by eternal happiness afte: 
death.”—For sale at this office. 


TO OUR AGENTS. 


A favor would be conferred, if our agents in the neig)) - 
boring and distant towns, would collect the money due 
for the Messenger, and forward it to the Editor. 

MARRIED, 

On the 30th ult. by the Rev. Mr. Carrique, Mr. Cy 
rus E. BunKER, to Miss CaTHERINE Ho~mxEs, bot: 
of this city. 

In thiscity, by the Rev. Mr. Carrique, Mr. Sern For.- 
GER, to Miss Exiza B. Corrry. 

In the Friend’s Meeting-House, in this city, Groner 
Coremsn,of Ghent,to Exiza M, Bunker,ofthis place 

: einen : ———— rr 

PUBLISHED SEMI-MONTHULY, AT &1 PER ANNUM, 
PAYARLEIN ADVANCE, AT THE OFFICE OF THE 
MESSENGER OF PEACE, NO. 135, CORNER 
OF WARKEN AND THIRD-STRBETS. 
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